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Tn thft Claims 

Please cancel claims 1-2^ 
Please add the'following claims 



of a minute droplet comprising the steps of: 



21 . A process for reducing evaporation 
providing a substrate; 
providing a liquid layer; and 

providing a minute duplet in contact with said substrate; said ntinu.e droplet 
being substatitially immiscible with said Kquid layer, 

whereinsaidliquidlayersurroundsallsurfacesofsaidminutedropletthatarenot 

in contact with said substrate. 

22. The process of^^ wherein said substrate has water repellency. 

23. The process of clai^n 21 wherein said minute droplet is aqueous, and said hquid 
layer is oily. 

24. The process of claim\3 wherein said substrate has water repellency. 

25 tI:^ processus c^ 23 wherein satd hquid layer is selected from a group 
consistingoisUeoil,vacuumdiffltsionpumpoil.n.ineralo,..paraffmoiUor 

V 

fluorinated oil. 
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Theprocessofcl21wher.ns.d.i„utedropl.^ 

to come into conta^ith said substrate. 

TheprocessoVclaim23where.nsaMmmuted.opletisshot.^^ 



to come into cUact with said substrate. 
2S. The process Xim 27 wherein said substrate has water repellency. 

Theprocessofc.aim21 h^her comprising providing a covering over said U.uid 

30. TheprocessofCaimalftmherconrpnsingprovidingacoverrngoversaidHcurd 
I 

3, Theprocessofc,ain,27\ur.herconrpris,ngprovidingacover,„goversaidH,uid 



layer. 



32. The process 



of cla,m 23 further comprising providing an aqueous solutton into 

ayer adjacent to said minu 
does not contact said minute droplet. 



sa.dU,uid layer adjacent .osaidminute droplet wherein said aqueous soiution 
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33. Aprocessforreduc.ngevapora.onofammutedropletc^^^^^^^ 

providing a substrate; 
providing a liquid layer; 

p.ovidinsan.inu.= drop,e„„ contact with said subs.a.e; said minute drople. 

being substantially immiscible with said hquid layer; and 
providing a covering in contact with mittute droplet, 

.hereinsaid,i,uid.ayersurrou„dsaUs.rfacesofs^dminutedropletthatare„ot 
in contact with said substrate and said covering. 

^ p.ocess for conducting a reaction in a minute droplet protected from 

evaporation comprising the steps of: 
providing a substrate having a contact surface; 
providing a hquid layer; 

being substantially immiscible with said liquid layer, 
providing a covering to contact said liquid layer; 

^heretnsaidliquidlayersurroundsallsurfacesofsaidminntedropletthatarenot 
in contact with said substrate; 

provMmgtosa.dprotectedmmutedropletareactant;andconductmgar,act.on 
in said produced minute droplet with said reactant. 
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6^ 



35. 

lay( 



The procU of Cain, 34 wherein said mmute droplet is aqueous arrd said U,u,d 

'er is on§C 




36. Thepr„eessofc.^r„35 — sa,dacueousm,nu.edrople.conrprisesDNA. 



3,. xheproeessofdai.34where.ntheeontae.surfaeebe.weensaidsubs.ra.eaud 
said minu.e drople. eonrprises an enzyme adsorption preventing agent 

3. The proeess of eiain. 34 wherein .he eon.ae. between said subs.a.e and said 
„inu.e drople. eomprises a bovine serum albumin coa.ing. 



39. The process 
\im or less. 



of claim 34 wherein said liqutd layer has afluekness of abou. 100 



REMARKS 

Favorablereeonsiderationofti-esubiecapplieation, as amended above, isrespeetMly 

requested in view of the comments below. 

The speeifcation has been amended .oeorrecclerieal errors. Claims,.20 have been 

eanceled. Claims .1-39 have been added. Support for these elatms can be found ,n .he 
,eetf.ca.ion.d.heorr„na.,yfiledelaims.aatms21-3.arependinsinthesub.ectapplicat.on. 
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